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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2015

July 22: General Meeting 7:00 pm
Aug 1: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am
Aug 14:   New Writing Group 2:00 pm
Aug 15: CIG Meeting 10 am
Sep 10: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm

MCGS General Meeting, July 22, 2015, at 7:00 pm
Webinar presented by Thomas McEntee

“Managing the Genealogy Data Monster”
It is so easy to let the large amounts of data involved
with genealogy overwhelm you — to the point that 
family history research is no longer fun! Learn how 
to tackle the three main problem areas of genealogy 
data: research data, project data and file data, so you 
can put the FUN back in your research!  
The basics of working ‘smarter’ instead of ‘harder” 
will be covered. Topics include setting up genealogy 
projects and tracking them to completion, using a 
research log to track research, and how to better man-
age your data files.
Thomas McEntee is creator of Geneabloggers, and  
owner of HiDef Genealogy and Hack Genealogy

Saturday Breakfast, Aug 1, 2015, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited
for breakfast on a Saturday each month at Star Res-
taurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at 9:00 am. 
Join us for food and discussion. 

New “Writing Group” Meeting Friday Aug 14, 
2015, LDS Church, San Rafael, 10:00 am - Noon
If you don’t write down the stories you have heard 
or been told in your family……..who will?  Not sure 
how you want to write your story?  Get some sugges-

tions from pros. Come with your ideas.....but come.  
For more details, contact  
Susan Trumbull (415-897-1617) or Shirley Hudson
   

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, Aug 15, 2015
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

10:00 am - Noon
Topic: “Publishing Reports”

Presented by Gene Pennington
Demonstration and discussion of some ways 

to publish your genealogy reports.

DNA Group
There will be no meeting of the DNA Group

in July or August.
Next Meeting Thursday, Sep  10, 2015

LDS Church, San Rafael
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Upcoming Events

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, July 18, 2015, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
“Her Name Wasn’t Unknown: Researching Your 
Female Ancestor’s Life”
Presented by Gena Philbert-Ortega.
Female ancestors can be more difficult to research us-
ing traditional genealogical methodology. Successful 
research includes a social historical approach. Using 
case studies, Gena will present ways to approach your 
research and find answers.
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612
Register here

Events continued on page 2

 http://www.maringensoc.org
mailto:pohaku22@gmail.com
mailto:s37hudson@yahoo.com
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/her-name-wasnt-unknown-researching-your-female-ancestors-life-tickets-16062281717


SFBAJGS Sunday, July 19, 2015 at 1:00 pm.
“20th Century Immigration and Naturalization 
Records ”  By Marisa Louie  
The National Archives maintains a wealth of records 
relating to immigration and naturalization in the 20th 
century. This includes more than 400,000 Alien Case 
Files or “A-Files” at its facilities in San Francisco, 
California and Kansas City, Missouri. Created begin-
ning in 1944, these files relate to noncitizen alien resi-
dents of the United States and are a potential wealth 
of genealogical information.
Rhoda Goldman Plaza
2180 Post Street, San Francisco 94115 
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, July 25, 2015, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
“Using Ancestry Family Tree Maker™”
Presented by Ron Madson.
Working primarily with digital images of genealogy 
records, documents and old family photos, Ron will 
guide you through the basic tools of the Ancestry.com 
Family Tree Maker™ Software. 
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612
Register here

Blog Spot

Randy Seaver shows that “Ancestry.com Has Over 
700 Free Data Collections”

Lynne Palermo discusses “20 Reasons You Should 
Blog Your Family History Book” 

Tana L. Pedersen discusses  “Historical Insights: 
Walking in My Ancestors’ Shoes”

Cyndi Ingle tells all about her website history in  “It 
All Began 20 Years Ago”

Roberta Estes offers the story of an adoptee seeking 
his parents in “Where do I come from?”

Diahan Southard offers help to those who are  “Con-
fused by Your AncestryDNA Matches”

Anna Swayne discusses “Getting Started with Ances-
tryDNA: Tree Setup and Tools Available” 

Events continued from page 1
Randy Seaver discusses “Trying to Find Common 
Ancestors for Close DNA Matches”

Dick Eastman indicates that a new season of “Who 
Do You Think You Are?” starts on July 26, 2015 on 
TLC.

Marin County Divorce Records
A limited set of Divorce Records has been placed on 
our website in the Premium Content area.  

Those interested in using DNA testing to further their 
family history research, please check out the
DNA Interest Group Page on the MCGS Website

Please Welcome the New Officers for 2015 - 16

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche

Registrars - Joanne Rowlands & Pam McCart
Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Carolyn Hacker (At Large)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Research - Cathy Gowdy

Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Laurence Sykes

   

   I was born in 1935 in McKeesport, PA in a house next 
door to my maternal grandparents. The family of my aunt 
and uncle lived next to them. Other relatives lived down 
the street or within a few blocks: a reflection of a mass 
family migration from England in the early 1880s when 
my grandfather was a baby. Talking with all those relatives 
sparked my mother’s interest in the family’s history. With 
few genealogical resources in the area she managed to 
uncover two more generations through her interviews. My 
older brother, two sisters and I listened to her findings, but 
we figured there was no more to know so we went on to 
other interests.
   My interest began with graduation from Pharmacy 
School at the University of Pittsburgh in 1959 and an ap-
pointment as a commissioned officer with the US Public 
Health Service. This took me to the PHS Hospital in 
Boston, MA as a Pharmacy Resident with an emphasis on 
Pharmacy Administration which included rotation through 
all hospital departments.  It was here that I met my fu-
ture wife, Ann Noel, a laboratory technician in the same 
hospital. The next year I was sent to the Indian Hospital 
in Claremore, OK. A heavy correspondence followed and 
by saving leave time I was able to make three trips back 
to Boston where we were married in 1961. Ironically we 
were transferred back to Boston a few months later to fill 
the need for a Deputy Chief Pharmacist and hematology 
technician. Our first two children were born there. In 1965 
we were transferred to Savannah for a year, where our 
third child was born.
   The hospital experience gained during the Pharmacy 
Residency proved valuable in 1966 when I was asked if I 
was interested in a position assisting the Hospital Direc-
tor at the San Francisco PHS Hospital. The San Francisco 
PHS Hospital was our premier location so you can imag-
ine how long it took me to consider that move. In July, 
Ann and the three children flew to stay with her mother in 
Quincy, MA while I sold my 2 door Ford to the Pharmacy 

Helper and flew to San Francisco. By the end of August I 
had a new station wagon, we owned a house in Terra Linda 
and Ann and the children flew to the new home. By 1969 
we had six children (3 boys and 3 girls) who joined the 
other 25 children living on our block and I completed my 
Masters Degree in Public Health at UC Berkeley. Differing 
assignments at the San Francisco PHS Hospital precluded 
transfer for the next 12 years. The PHS Hospital system 
was closed down in 1982 and I retired from the Public 
Health Service at that time with 23 years of service.
It was time for a new career and it was Pharmacy practice 
that beckoned me back. An intense self-study period of six 
hours a day for six months prepared me for the California 
Pharmacy State Board and a Pharmacy license in 1983. 
Not wanting to commute to the city I worked for a short 
time at Ross General Hospital until there was an open-
ing in Inpatient Pharmacy at the Kaiser Medical Center in 
Terra Linda. After 17 interesting and rewarding years there 
I retired in 2000.  
In the meantime phone calls and letters kept me informed 
that my mother was still at it and now traveled to the 
Carnegie Library or the court house in Pittsburgh when-
ever she could get someone to drive her there. She also 
corresponded with a distant cousin in Cincinnati about 
family history but little new information came to light. My 
mother died in 1993 and when we cleaned out the house 
my older sister from Texas took the suitcase my mother 
used to keep her genealogy findings. It turns out that she 
really wasn’t interested in working on genealogy but my 
younger sister Marian in Pennsylvania who kept the old 
family photos had a modest interest. She is a gregarious 
sort and maintains contact with many people. She sent a 
card with some current family photos to the daughter of 
my mother’s cousin in Cincinnati. That distant cousin had 
done some genealogical research but ran into a lot of dead 
ends. In 1999 she sent Marian a 14 page letter detailing 
her findings and asking if Marian could help fill the gaps. 
In despair Marian forwarded the letter to me. Knowing 
that my sister in Texas had all of my mother’s work I sent 
her $25 to mail the suitcase to me. It took two weeks to 
sort into families the many obituaries, notes on the back of 
envelopes and other scraps of paper, family group sheets, 
and pedigree charts. With that as a start, trips to the FHC 
in Oakland, Salt Lake City and reading miles of microfilm 
followed. Research has cleared up the few false starts my 
mother made, exposed the skeletons in the closet, extended 
her father’s English line, found her mother’s once un-
known German and Swiss ancestors, located my father’s 
English, Welsh, German and French origins and my wife 



Ann’s fascinating French-Canadian and Scottish history. 
Genealogical side trips into the lives of distant relatives in 
Australia, New Zealand and North Carolina and my sons 
and daughter in- laws families in, North Carolina, Penn-
sylvania, Texas, New York, Oregon and other states have 
been fascinating and rewarding for me and them.
Our children are all now grown, four graduated from 
University, one is an accountant, one is an editor, one is 
Parks manager in the East Bay, one works for the UC Sys-
tem and is a musician, one has a business producing fine 
woodwork and the youngest is a stay-at-home Mom. We 
have 10 living grandchildren (one died in infancy), one is a 
college graduate and two are in college.  
My other avocation is music. When not involved with ge-
nealogy I play trombone with several local organizations. 
A decade ago that was four nights a week but now I’ve cut 
back to two nights. 

Researching Hints 
• Find Ancestors through Friends and Neighbors
Cluster research looks at all folks who live near each 
other and migrate together, whether they are blood 
kin or not. This can include a wife’s relatives, or even 
young men from the neighborhood.
Among the most common types of clusters are migra- Solution to the July 2015 Mystery Location 
Sportsman’s Club, Divide Meadow, Bear Valley.
Now part of the Point Reyes National Seashore, Di-
vide Meadow along the Bear Valley trail was once the 
home of a private resort belonging to San Francisco’s 
exclusive Pacific Union Club. From their luxurious 
clubhouse, they hunted over 76,000 acres leased from 
the Shafter and Howard families, and fished in seven 
lakes stocked with salmon, trout, and bass.
This hunting and fishing club was formed in 1890 and 
was limited to 125 members. It afforded the finest 
cuisine and facilities for it’s members. Membership 
started to dwindle during World War 1 and fell to very 
small numbers by the time of the Depression.
Read more in this article.

tory clusters, filled with family, friends, and others.

Marin Mystery Location
The photo shows a location in Marin that looks very 
different today. Do you know where it is, who owned 
it then, and who owns it now? 
Courtesy Anne T. Kent California Room, 
Marin County Free Library.    
The solution is upside down below. 

https://annetkent.kontribune.com/articles/6174

